
 
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
DIANA, NATO’s innovation accelerator, doubles the size of its transatlantic 
network 
 
On Thursday (14 March 2024), NATO’s Defence Innovation Accelerator for the North 
Atlantic (DIANA) announced the significant expansion of its transatlantic network 
of accelerator sites and test centres.  
 
DIANA’s network will now comprise 23 accelerator sites (up from 11) and 182 test 
centres (up from 90) in 28 Allied countries.  
 
The new accelerator sites and test centres will augment DIANA’s capacity to 
support innovators from across the Alliance as they develop their technologies.  
 
DIANA-affiliated accelerators deliver world-class programming to companies in 
the programme, while the network of test centres provides access to cutting-
edge testing facilities. These are available to DIANA’s current cohort of companies, 
as well as those DIANA will support in future, giving them expert advice and 
access to test and try their technologies in specialised environments.  
 
“Part of DIANA’s strength, is our unique transatlantic network of talent centres and 
innovation leaders working toward a common purpose,” said Professor Deeph 
Chana, Managing Director of DIANA. “The breadth and diversity of partners in 
DIANA’s network will accelerate the development and deployment of ground-
breaking solutions for defence, security and peace.”  
 
The expansion represents a significant milestone for DIANA. Last November, 44 
companies were chosen from over 1300 applicants to join DIANA’s accelerator 
programme. The cohort of innovators were selected to tackle specific challenges 
on energy resilience, undersea sensing and surveillance, and secure information 
sharing.  
 



DIANA has been established by NATO to find and accelerate dual-use innovation 
capacity across the Alliance. DIANA provides companies with the resources, 
networks and guidance to develop deep technologies to solve critical defence 
and security challenges, from operating in denied environments to tackling 
threats to our collective resilience.  
 
Quick facts/links:  
 

• DIANA’s network expands from 11 to 23 accelerator sites and from 90 to 182 
test centres in 28 Allied countries.  

• DIANA works with start-up, scale up and spin-out companies from across 
the Alliance, supporting them with funding, training and commercial advice 
as well as access to a wide network of investors and industry.  

• DIANA’s accelerator programme is designed to equip businesses with the 
skills and knowledge to navigate the world of deep tech, dual-use 
innovation. It provides an immersive curriculum over a six-month 
‘bootcamp’. 

• Accelerators and test centre sites are affiliated elements in the DIANA 
network – and have been nominated by their home nation. New sites in the 
network will come onstream in the coming months.    

 
For more information – including to see an interactive map of the expanded 
network - visit DIANA’s website: www.diana.nato.int 
 
 
CONTACTS 
 
If you have specific press or media enquiries, please contact 
press@diana.nato.int. Alternatively, you can contact DIANA’s press team directly:  
Philip Fiske de Gouveia, Head of Press and Media – 
philip.fiskedegouveia@diana.nato.int 
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